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receive applications for luans, ap 
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‘endid Service Adam Blimer, azed 76 senna, oue of 
ese the most widely known men in,south- 
ori Miseiacippl and in Alahama, died 
at his realdence In Mose Potot Thyre- 
day motoing at 8:30 o'clock after ‘a 
shert dUness Mr. Blumer bad large 
business interests bere-and: had been 
connected preminently in Mobile, 
where he war well known. He ts aure 
vived by a wife and other relatives, 


isa” splendid. crowd .at 
morning services at the 
Church. Imediately 
le service there was a 
sting Churely Conference. 
kwas elected as) secres 
ooyear. There was) en- 
sports’ from the pastor, 
1001 Superintendent and | 
awards.” : 
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ill address’ the citizens of: 
-and®. vicinity ~ at. the 
se, Tuesday,. March . 16, 
m. Everyone. cordially ; : BEAK on 
adies espécially invited. oe ‘rayents eu ne, FORTUNES 
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. Arthur Smith 


It is possible to belabor a subject 
overduly, but the comments I made in 
two columns recently on the extensive 
industrial operations of the late A. 
Blumer and his family in Moss Point 
did not fall into the category. 

They freshened up memories of sen- 
jor citizens who were associated with 
events in this area during the last 
quarter of the past century and the 
first two decades of the present. So 
they began to reminisce and remind 
one another how tragic it was that the 
diversified industries established by 
v.s Swiss immigren’ i vuoi sink their 
roots deeper into Jack,cn County soil 
and give an earlier start to the current 
industrial upsurge. 

All df them are gone, having wither- 
ed away with time and change and the 
end of the era of sawmills and lumber 
exporting. Yet it is possible that most 
of them could have adjusted, conform- 
ed and survived. 

Mr. Blumer came to Moss Point about 
1871 and saw the need for small factor- 
ies.and retail outlets for the people who 
were slowly récovering from the ef- 
fects of the Civil War. He centered his 
activities in his store on Main Street 
where it parallels the Escatawpa River. 
There he was postmaster and agent for 
the telegraph company. Then he built 
factories. 

Among them were the only steam 
grist mill in this area, and people from 
distant places came to buy his product. 
Soon’ a factory to manufacture spokes, 
tool handles and other hardwood pro- 
décts was in operation. A shoe factory 
was built to make shces from leather 
from his own tannery. and this was 
followed by a factory io make brick. 
Whatever people needed and he could 
obtain and retail or manufacture, he 
provided. His real e«‘~* holdings in 
Moss Point and Pus. ‘la were ex- 
tensive. : 

His largest operation and the last to 
wither and die was Blumer’s Foundry 
and Machine Shop. Here he made the 
famed “Blumer Steam Engine’ from 
yaw iron that powered tugboats he 
ewned and others that puffed up and 
down the Escatawpa River. As saws 
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Older Citizens Reminisce 
On Demise Of Blumer Plant 
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mills were established, he built their 
machinery. He had pattern makers, 
moulders and machinists to repair or 
make replacements for the estimated 
25 mills that at one time were slicing 
up virgin logs in the county. He could 
cast and complete propellers, pumps 
and shafts. 
SAWMILL ERA 

The sawmill and small steamboat era 
drew to a close with the coming of 
World War I. Blumer solicited work 
from the mills along the routes of in- 
terior railroads, and got a lift by mak- 
ing castings for the Southern Paper 
Con.,.my's mill when it was built in 
1912. o-% the services he offered with 
the facilities he had no longer nad a 
place in the market. 

W. J. Canfield of Escatawpa, 74, said 
he was the last worker at the copper- 
colored foundry at the corner of Main 
Street and Dantzler Avenue. de and 
Henry Blumer, son of the fcwider and 
the chief mechanic, gradually disposed 
of the outdated equipment and the resi- 
due was sold for scrap. Canfield went 
to work for the paper mill and retired 
after 41 years. 

Canfield recalled that some of the 
mechanics employed there were Elmer 


‘Purtell and Noll McLeod of Moss 


Point and Joe Scheffler of Pascagoula. 
There were numerous others ~ 10se 
names he could not remem) s. 

Elwood Poitevin of Pascagoula said 
he bought the foundry’s iron safe 
when the plant was being dismantled. 
It had a huge door with a lock but no 
key. He sent the door to New Orleans 
to have a key made, and still has the 
useable safe at the his home on Lake 
Avenue. 

James Gautier of Kreole called..to 
say that Blumer made the «>> t ci 
er - equipment, except saws, for a 
sawitw his grandfather, Fernandes 
Gautier built in Gautier just after the 
Civil War. My paternal grandfather, a 
native of Clydebank in Scotland, was 
a blacksmith for several years in the 
foundry, and many other descendants 
of the skilled mechanics vin ovked 
there can recall the foundry’s demise 
and the passing of the County's first 
industrial complex. 


_ By ARTHUR SMITH 


In this column of February 
20 was an account of the diver- 

_ sified industrial empire which 

the late Adam Blumer owned 

- and operated in Moss Point 

during the last half of the past 

century and the first decade of 
“the present.- 

. A native of Switzerland, Mr. 

Blumer arrived in Mobile at 

age 15, was married there to 

‘a German girl, Amelia Mink, 

»and some years later, about 

1866, was operating a sawmill 

in Handsboro with two partners. 

Just when he moved to Moss 

Point is ~ ' certain, but it is 

believe. .t was before 1871, 

~~ when he built. the.home still 

‘aomeistanding’** 137 Main Street. 

‘ He 1. aad operated a gen- 
eral merchandise store, receiv- 
ing supplies by boats which 
tied up at a dock “across the 
old sawdust road onthe Es- 
catawpa River. 


the area strug- 

gling to recover * 

from the wreck- 

age of the Re- } 
construction pe- SMITH 

~ riod following the Civil War. He 
sold almost everything people 
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First, ict, suy I thank God 
‘for.a man like George Wallace 
| »of Alabama. Although a small 
» — | man in size, he is not afraid to 
‘stand up to the world and tell 
‘the truth. Truth and honesty is 
“a rare thing nowadays. 
T am also thankful for Mr. 
aul Harvey. We. still have a 
“few men who will stand up and 


not compromise. I would like | 


.forsomebody. to please tell me 
“whose side we afe on not only 
“in Vietnam but in every Com- 
munist country. While our men 
are being slaughtered and crip- 
pled for life, we are playing ice 
hockey and every other kind of 
sport with ine Russians. Well, 
Y oness it's alright as long as 
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could or would buy, and some 
of the offerings were listed in 
the previous article of Febru- 
ary 20. 

Mr. Blumer was postmaster 
at Moss Point from May 4, 
1874, until August 8, 1892, and 
again from September 25, 1885, 
to February 19, 1890. 

The sawmill and timbering 
operations began to assume 
large proportions about 1880 
and traffic and trade on the 
river increased. Moss Point 
end Pascagoula soon hew 
‘-e largest exporting cenier of 
lumber of any Gulf port. - 

It was about this time that 
Mr. Blumer saw a need for 
~-rchand@ise and manufac) 34 

acts that could be hac «: 2 
from distant markets and he 
enlarged his store and began to 
establish small factories to sup- 
ply the area’s needs. 

A grist mill producing food 
and feed products was among 
the first. It was located on the 
river front. This was followed 
ty a factor for making wagon 
and buggy spokes, handles for 
hand tools and other hardwood 
products in a plant he built on 
the river between Robinson and 
Dantzler Streets. This building 
and its equipment with some of 
the products was still standing 
in the early 1900’s, 

As reported in the previous 


By the way, I voted for a 
man a few year's back who said 
he was goingto-frea.the tall 

‘8 1 guess he forg:* 
hupe he repented. 

I would like to.say to these 
people who work in the ship- 
yard or in town. Jf you are 
traveling a long ways to and 
from work and decide to move 
this way, you had better check 
on these high utilities, and high 
faves, and these fine streets, 
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Tonks good till the ist san 
4 couldn't find vue half 
inch of black top at any of the 
holes. Who got the black top? 
The taxpayers didn’t. 
Wouldn't this be a wonder! 
io live end raise our 
if everyone was honest, and 


been floating bones iv... 
‘put four inches of black ft 
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article, he manufactured shoes 
from leather tanned in his own 
tannery from hides he purchas- 
ed locally. There is no record 
of where this plant was locat- 
ed, nor can anyone recall where 
he obtained craftsmen for his 
shoe factory. 

NOTING the quickened pace 
of commercial and residential 
building, Blumer began making 
brick from the «ative clay on 
a site behind the “s rer Bounds 
home on Bellvizw Avenue. The 
property was in the news re- 
cently as alocation for a new 
school building and was reject~ 
ed for that pup. * 

The bricks are in many an 
old structure in this section. 
The most prominent is the 
Masonic Hall on Main Street 
which bears a legend ‘Blumer 
Building, 1917.” Just south of 
that once stood a frame two- 
story structure called ‘‘Blu- 
mer’s Hall.” He built it to ac- 
commodate traveling lecturers, 
public meetings, picture shows 
and such when he saw a need 
for a meeting hall. 

Four of Mr. Blumers sons, 
Henry, Emile, John and Lien- 
hard, grew up to help him 
manage his varied operations. 
All were mechanics, except 
John who managed the store 
until it was closed. For some 
years John was also agent 
and operator for the Western 


Union in the ster, Henry was 
master mech aid manager 
of Blumer’s | v. the larg- 


est unit of the & 4 empire, 

and Emile and Lienhard were 

Marine engineers. 2 
The steam tug “Alberta” was 


~ built and-equipnst bu Mr. Bits 


mer as were ‘' ‘aver craft 
which be ownes -:a! operated, 
Blumer’s Foundry and Ma- 
chine Shop was the largset and 
most extensive in scope of all 
his many activities. It stood on 
the corner of Main’ and: Daniz- 
ler Streets. Built. to meet the 
critical needs of the Seanaus 
and other sma! *: 
thevrivers ehst” 
it flourished . 
the enterprises. 
JOHN BLUMER, 


and the best mechanic 
cagoula, barscauawne and 4 


HF gling to recover 
from the wreck: 


* age of the Re 
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riod following the Civil War. He 
sold almost everything people 


‘Honesty Rare 


fern Da. 1-t0r- wis 
; Fl. wt me say I thank Go? 
for a man like George Wallace 
of Alabama. Although a small 
man in size, he is not afraid to 
ie stand up to the world and tell 
Y the truth. Truth and honesty is 

‘% a rare thing nowadays. 

‘ii I am also thankful for Mr. 
Paul Harvey. We still have 2 
. “few men who will stand up ~.id 
not compromise. I would like 
q ogapfor, somebody to please tell me 
(© ©" whose side we are on not on! 

‘in Vietnam. but in every ~ 
munist country. While o: men 
are being slaughtered and crip- 
pled for life, we are playing ice 
hockey and every other kind of 
sport with the Russians. Well, 
I guess it’s alright as long as 
we are feeding them, we 
might as well play a 
little. There is no doubt in my 
mind that Bhina is burning the 
midnight oil making Atom 
bombs and H-bombs and we are 
walking on thin ice over there. . 
I would also like to comment 
on the talk of building a roof 
. over Delmas Avenue. Some of 
these old businessmen have held 
this town down as long as they 
could. They didn’t want any 
large chain stores to move in, 
but they came anyhow and 
have all kinds of parking space 
and the oldtimers think that 
_ they will get the taxpayers to 
beautify their street. But we will 
_never pay for this. They will 
just have to do like the rest 
of the businessmen who were 
Smart enough to move out. We 

are overloaded now. .. 
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by a factor for making wagon 
and buggy spokes, handles for 
hand tools and other hardwood 
products in a plant he built on 
the river between Robinson and 
Dantzler Streets. This building 
and its equipment with some of 
the products was still standing 
in the early 1900’s, 

As reported in the previous 
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By the way, I voted for a 
man a few years back who said 
he was goingtofree the toll 
bridge. I guess he 0b. GE 
hope he repented. 

I would like to say to these 
people who work in the ship- 
yard or in town. If you are 
traveling a long ways to and 
from work and decide to move 
this way, you had better check 


on these high utilities, and high , 


taxes, and these f.. streets, 
we have been floating bunds to. 
Sput four’ inches of black ‘op on. 
Looks good till whe iirst rain 
iad you couldn’t find one half 
inch of black top at any of the 
holes. Who got the black top? 
The taxpayers didn’t. 

Wouldn’t this be a wonderful 
place to live and raise our fami- 
ly if everyone was honest, and 
worshiped God, Instead our 
leaders in Washington dance 


and drink till all hours of the’ , 


morning. No wonder we're in a 
mess. In closing let me say I 
am a veteran of World War II. I 
served in Korea, also in the 
Philipppines. I have lived in 
Pascagoula all my 41 years. 

J. D, Cauley 

1100 Ray Ave. 

Pascagoula 


Now You Know 


In 1935 Germany began 
operation of its air force under 
Hermann Goering, 


In 190i, J. P. Morgan 
incorporated the United States 
Steel Corp. in New Jersey, the 
first billion-dollar enterprise. 
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ies Mall.” “Me “DUT Ib lO ~ae= 
commodate traveling lecturers, 
public meetings, picture shows 
and such when he saw a need | 
for a meeting hall. 

Four of Mr. Blume Amer 5 
Henry, Emile, John and Lien- <: 
hard, grew up to help him 
manage his varied operations. 

All -were mechanics, except 

John who managed the store 

until it was closed. For some 
years John was also agent | 
and operator for the Western 
Union in the store. Henry was~ 
master mechanic and manager. 
of Blumer’s Foundry, the larg- 
est unit of the Blumer empire, —. 
and Emile aud Lienhard were; 
marine engineers. a 

The steam tug “Alberta” wa 
built and ecnioped by Mr. Bt 
mer as wv ther river craft 
which he owned and operated. — 

Blumer’s Foundry and Ma- 
chine Shop was the largset and 
most extensive in scope of all’ 
his many activities. It stood on: 
the corner of Main and Daniz- 
ler Streets. Built to meet the | 
critical needs of the sawmills” 
and other sma%t, “adustrics ands 
of the period, 
it flourivyh= ivuger than any of * 
the enterprises. 

JOHN BLUMER, a 


superb 


craftsman, was superintendent 
and the best mechanic in Pas- 
cagoula, Escatawna and Moss 
Point wor 


‘ ibere. They could 
, with iron, brass 
r ara make anything 
needed in the industrial area, 

Besides making and repairs 
ing equipment for sawmills in 
the entire river systems, they 
built the patierns and moulded 
and cast steam engines, propel- 
lers and all iron work needed 
for floating craft. This was 
done in the foundry. The ma- 
chine shop completed the pro- 
cess to precise measurements. 

Mr. Blumer had extensive 
real estatc hotdings in both 
Moss Poirt and Pascagoula. 
They meluged commercial 
buildings, dwelling houses and 
many acres of open land, Be- 
fore his death in 1914, the sep- 
arate units of his industrial 
complex began to wane and 
were abandoned, and the prop- 
erties passed to his heirs, 
among whom they were even- 
tually divided. 


EME YU 4e Wa vee aera 


when he built the home still 
standing at 197 Main Street. 
He built and operated a gen- 
eral merchandise: store, receiv- 
ing supplies by boats which 
tied up at a dock across the 
old sawdust road on the Es- 
catawpa River. 
He was en’ 
dowed with 
a perceptive-: 
ness of what 
was needed in 
the area strug- 
gling to recover 
from the wreck- 
age of the Re- 
construction pe- 


sare 
riod following the Civil War. He 
sold almost everything people 
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merchandise and manufactured 
products that could be had only 
from distant markets and he 
enlarged his store and began to 
establish small factories to sup- 
ply the area’s needs. 

A grist mill producing food 
and feed products was among 
the first. It was located on the 
river front. This was followed 
by a factor for making wagon 
and buggy spokes, handles for 
hand tools and other hardwood 
products in a plant he built on 
the river between Robinson and 
Dantzler Streets. This building 
and its equipment with some of 
the products was still standing 
in the early 1900’s. 


As reported. in the previous” 
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ed for that purpose. 

The bricks are in many an 
old structure in this section. 
The most prominent is the 
Masonic Hall on Main Street 
which bears a legend ‘‘Blumer 
Building, 1917.” Just south of 
that once stood a frame two- 
story structure called ‘“Blu- 
mer’s Hall.” He built it to ac- 
commodate traveling lecturers, 
public meetings, picture shows 
and such when he saw a need 
for a meeting hall. | wmMerGe 

Four of Mr. Blumers sons, 
Henry, Emile, John and Lien-. 
hard, grew up to help him 
manage his varied operations. 
All were mechanics, except 
John who managed the store 
until it was closed. For some 
years John was also agent 
and operator for the Western 
Union in the store. Henry was 
master mechanic and manager 
of Blumer’s Foundry, the larg- 
est unit of the Blumer empire, 
and Emile and Lienhard were 
marine engineers. 

The steam tug “Alberta” was 
built and equipped by Mr. Blu- 
mer as were other river craft 
which he owned and operated, 

Blumer’s Foundry and Ma- 
chine Shop was the largset -and— 
most extensive in scope of all 
his many activities, It stood on 
the corner of Main and Dantz- 
ler Streets. Built to meet the 
critical needs of the sawmills 
and other small industries and 
the river craft of the period, 
it flourished longer than any of 
the enterprises. 

JOHN BLUMER, a superb 
craftsman, was superintendent 
and the best mechanic in. Pas- 
cagoula, Escatawpa and Moss 
Point worked there. They could 
do antyhing with iron, brass 
and copper and make anything 
needed in the industrial area. 

Besides making and repair- 
ing equipment for sawmills in 
the entire river systems, they 


.. built the patterns and moulded 
“and cast steam engines, propel- 
lers and all iron: work needed 


for floating craft. This was 
done in the foundry. The ma- 
chine shop completed the pro- 
cess to precise measurements. 

Mr. Blumer had extensive 
real estate holdings in both 
Moss Point and Pascagoula. 
They included commercial 
buildings, dwelling houses and 
many acres of open land, Be- 
fore his death in 1914, the sep- 
arate units of his © industrial 
complex began to wane . and 
were abandoned, and the prop- 
erties passed to his heirs, 
among whom they were. even- 
tually divided. 
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on and Miss TaMMIE 
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np and Miss: FANNIE 
( Pascagoula. 
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rave the mule? 


_a_trowd—ef_young 
tithe home of Mr. 
fearon, where they. 
entertatneds— 
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vork done at the De 

if you want artistic 
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The,new bridge across Fort Bayou 
was opencd to the public un Wednes- 
day morning last. : 

Mr. J. M. Dunseth, wifs and daugh- 
Hter, Clara, Mra. 1. A. Yeazel and Mrs. 

M.~C> Kigkpatrick, of Webana, Ill. 
are occupying the Cooley cottage-for 
the season. 3 
. Mrs. Julia Burghalter, of Hillsboro, 
I., Mrs. Minna Turk and daughter, 
Miss Bertha, of Staunton, Ill., Mrs. 
Eliza Parsons and nlece, Mias May 
Parsons and Miss May Donaldson, of 
North Hampton, Mass. are guests of 
Mrs. M. L. Holcomb at Hollywood. 

* Major Weed united in marriage on 
the 4th fnst. Miss Ida Cruthirds and 
Mr. Chas,_Wells, both of Fort Bayou. 

Mr. Le Hel and sister were bere 
Monday. 

Mr. W. R. Simmons and family are 
residing ut West Pascagoula. 7 é 

We think Edwin Westbrook was in 
Scranton Sunday. Bring home that 
book! 

Messrs. W. H. Meyer andJ. T. Lan- 
ders, of Atlanta arrived here Wed- 
nesday morning forthe remains of 
W. B. Bivens, who was killed by an 
. train last week. 
fr.and Mrs. J. L. Davenport and 
handsome little son Dryden are re- 
cent arrivals from Chicago. They 
are occupying the Rosambeau cottage. 

The Twenticth Century Club was 
entertained at the home of Miss 
Marla Honor last Friday. A pleas- 
ant evening was spent. 

“The many friends of Mr. Jerry 
O'Keefe will be pleased to learn that 
his bright young son John, who_is_a 
student at the Jesuit College in New 
Orleans has been advanced from first 
sergeant to first Keutenant in the 
Jesuit cadets. 

_Mr.-B. F. Joachim was quite ill 

‘Tuesday night, but Is much improved 
at this writing. 

\—Miss~Minnie~ Powell-is- Glling—the 
position of operator 1p the telephone 

_office:during-the-absence-vf—Leo—Ro-| 
sambeau, who Is visiting In New Or- 
leans. 

Mrs. A. V. Rosambeau has returned 
from-a visit to relatives in New Or- 
| raatre ee 


a~his-office, — 
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young lady af Mobile attended the 
Graham-Wirth wedding this week. 


Taxious Sources. - 


Metnopist—Rev, Wo 
Preaching avery 
ermecting every Wednesday evening. 
school avery Sunday at 9:30, m. 

Barvist—Eld. B. L. Mitchell, pastor. 
ing every Sunday, morning and night; 
meeting every Thoreday night. Sun 
erery Sunday at 9:20-a, m. 

Preanrrenax—ltev. W. 0. Stephe 
Preaching each Subbath at ila 
Prayer meeting Wednerday at 7:30" 

CATHOLIC—Sanday-rchool eve! 
a.m, Mass every second Sunday at 7: 


A PRETTY WEDDING. 


o'clock, Miss Lyllah Eva, second 
dauuhterof Mr. W. H. Graham, of 


Birmingham, Ala. were married ‘in 
the First Methodist church by Rev. J. 
B. Cummings, pastor of the Govern 
men’street Methodist church, of Mo- 
bile. The church. brilllaotly illumi- 
nated was decorated with flowers, 
evergreens, palms and pot plants, 
producing a variety of tints and 
makiog altogether a beautiful effect. 

The bride was costumed 
silk trimmed with chiffon ruffies and 
pearl passementeric, wearing a bridal 
“wreath with lillies of the valley. 
was led to the-altar by her father. 

Her boquet was crescent shaped 
made of lilies of the valley surrqund- 
ed by a gurniture of brides roses and 
maiden hair ferns. — 

Her sister, Miss Daisy Graham, who 


acting as bridesmaid, The groom 
was attended by his best man, Dr. 
F. B. Ferrill, of this place. During 
the ceremony the couple stood under 
a bell of roses hanging from the ceil- 
Ing. The entrance of the bridal 
party was to the strains of the wed- 
ding march from Lohengrin rendered 
by Miss Belle Denny. While the 


On Wednesday evening at 8:30 


this place and Mr. Jobo J. Wirth, of 


in white 


She 


___d the pastorate of Rev.-Mr; 


‘was exquisitely robed in pink silk 


A large lot 
Every on 


of 


fountai 


ninday morning atl night: pray 
Sunday 


Mrs. Amelia Blumer was the daughter. 
Mr. John P.and Mra. Mary M. Menk 
nd was born near Wisbaden, Germany, 
ctober 17, IRE and died at Moss Point, 
Miss., Dec. 5, 1901. When she was atthe 
age ofeight yeara her father, with his 
family came to the United States and 
settled at Mobile, Ala. In and near thix 
historic city she lived until the date of 
her Marriage. At Whistler, Ala. Feb. 
21, 1865 she was united in matriage® to = 
Mr. Adam Blumer, when they removed 
to Handsboro, Miss., where they remain- 
ed until 1872, when they settled in Moss _ 
Point, Miss., which has been their hom: 
ever since. i 
The issue of this happy marriage wad 
ten children, six sons and four dangh- 
tera. Two sons and two danghters pre- 
-eeded her to the blessed home—beyond, 
leaving her faithful, affectionate “hus- 
band and six of her offspring to survive-~ 
her. 
She was baptized in the Episcopal 
church, and in early life was confirmed 
into fullcommunion. There being no 
church of that denomination in Moss 
Point, and believing that it would be 
for the best interests of their family for 
both parents to be identified with the 
same church, she united with the Pres- 
byterian church some years ago, during * 
am, of 


blessed memory, —_—-————_ 
The summon; came not altogetherun*— 
expectedly, but suddenly, 
She occupied her acenstomed place at 
the tea table that evening, and in less 
than an hour tho lamp of life had gone 
out, only toshine tho brightet_in the . 
home of the redeemed. 

The last words that fell from her lips : 
were a prayer. She was conscious to 
the last, and pled that if it was. the 
Lord's will, to spare her to ber. husband 
|andchildren; but _as-the-pulse-grew~ 


minister the sweet voice of - Miss 
Mamie Mitchell was heard in “Call 
Me Thine Own.” Mendelsolin’s wed- 
ding march was played by Miss Belle 
Denny at the exit. 

After leaving the church the bridal 
party proceeded ty the residence of 


-the bride’s- pareats,-where-a-receptio 1} 


was held. Messrs. C.  W. Jackson, 
Guy —Faulk,-of--Moss- Point, Jv Wr 
Dean and W. H. Graham, Jr. served 
as ushers, 

Miss Graham, who was reared in this 
community is an accomplished and 


solemo_words were -uttered-—by—the 


‘fainter and the flow of life wes,ebbing - 
away, she was heard to say; “Lord, thy 
will be doned’ Then the peace of 
eternal rest hushed the mother voice 
forever. ao 

She was an industrious, affectionate, 
and faithful wife, and o sacrificing, ° 
model mother. She was a pious mother, 
and the-well regulated Christian—con=- 
duct of all her children is the best evi- 
| dence that she-stamped her character 
with the impress of hér life. 
A host. of friends -will-miss—her 1 
the church circles, in their homes, and 
her pléasant face shall be seen no moro 
about her well ordered home, but she 


number of friends. Mr. Wirth is a 
prosperous business man of Birming- 
ham. 

Mr. and Mrs. Wirth left Gn the 
night - Louisville & Nashville fast 
train for their future home, after re- 
ceiving the congratulations and gond 
wishes of their many friends. _They 
were tlie recipients of numerous and 
y nts. 


John saw standing before the throne of 
God dressed in white robes, with palms ‘ 
in their hands, ‘They shall hunger no 
more, neither thirst any more; neither 


[ 


midst of the throne shall feed them, and: ~ 
shall lead them unto living fountains of 
water,and God shall wipe away all 
tears from their eyes.” 9, 
“Servant of God well done! 
Reat from thy lored employ 7 
The battle fought, the victory wou, 
Enter thy Master's joy. 


—— <a a 


Miss Katie Rayford, an attractive 


f- 


The voice at midnight came 
He started up to hear 

A mortal arrow pierced his framo ~ 
He fell, but felt no fear. 


aah _Miss_ Katie Swan—je_visiting-—Merss—————> 
; Geo. C. Southard ja_Mobile. 
CHURCHES. 


> Featherstan, pastor 
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graceful young-lady-and-bas—_a_targe | 88 Joined that great_multitude-which————— 
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Just received a selection of new4- 
goods for the Christmas holidays at 


W. O. Parks, jeweler. 
Miss Willic McInnis and Mrs. B. B. 
pleasant visit Lo Mr. J. 


retornad ste 


Left its encumberiog clay: 
, Wis tent, at annrise, on the ground - 
A darkened ruin lay. ‘ + 


Soldier of Christ, well Mone! 
Tralso be thy employ: 

And while eternal ages run, 
Reat In thy Savior's joy.” 
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An industrial complex is really noth- 
ing new for Moss Point. As far back 
‘as 1888. the diversified factories, shops, 


. docks and other enterprises of the 


late Adam Blumer. were strung along 
the Escatawpa~ River from Robinson 
Street for half a mile downstream. 


They were on both sides of the old 
sawdust road that many people who 
drove their animal - drawn conveyanc- 
es or trod over its spongy surface still 
remember. 


All of Mr. Blumer’s structures and his 
once humming activities have yielded 
to change and time and the only physi- 
cal remnant is the home of the founder 
at 197 Main Street. Mrs. Joan Head 
and her five young daughters now live 
there. She is the widow of the late 
Robert W. Head, who was a great 
grandson of Mr. and Mrs. Adam Blum- 
er. Mrs. Blumer died Dec. 5, 1901 and 
Mr. Blumer passed away March 4, 1914. 


The home was built in 1871 so it can 
be assumed that Moss Point's first in- 
dustrial empire was established before 
the Civil War. 


Mr. Blumer was born in Switzerland 
January 3, 1839 and came to Mobile 
at age 15 where he married Amelia 
Mink, a native of Germany. 


Just when they moved to Moss Point 
where Mr. Blumer saw the need for 
small factories and clothing and food 
processing plants to accommodate the 
many sawmills and their workers is 
not certain: Mr. and Mrs. Blumer had 
nine children, four of whom died at ear- 
ly ‘ages. Sons Henry, Emile, John and 
Lienhard grew up to help manage the 
Blumer businesses and industries, and 
a daugher, Alberta, married the late 
R. L. Head who was a merchant in Pas- 
cagoula and an alderman in Moss Point. 


An advertisement in the October 2, 
1888 issue of the Scranton Democrat- 
Star thanks customers ffor “Past patro- 
nage and invites a continuation of 
same.” A specialty was ‘furniture and 
household good,” the ad said. 


Here are ‘some of the other items 
and services offered: General merchan- 
dise “usually kept in a first - class 
store,” Stoves at prices lower than Mo- 
pile or New Orleans offer. First- 


fan 2-SoLas 
A. Blumer Built Point's 
First Industrial Complex 


class hand - made shingles, “and the 
products of two factories. 


One of the factories was a grist mill, 
producing fresh meal, grits, hominy, 
cracked corn and feed of all kinds. He 
said he would deliver the feed for no 
charge in Moss Point or Scranton. 


SHOW FACTORY 
The “Custom Shoe Department” was 


the place where “a person could get | 


the best shoes for the least money.” 
The ad went on to say: “No paper soles, 
pasteboard counters or wooden heels 
are used in my shoe factory — none 
but genuine oak ~- tanned leather, and 
I defy competition as to prices and 
quality.” 


Mr. Blumer wasn’t one to depend on 
distant sources of supply for materials 
or skilled workers for his part in help- 
ing to overcome the economic collapse 
in the South which the aftermath of 
Reconstruction days had brought. He 
bought cattle bides from local butch- 
ers or anyone else and tanned his own 
leather. An old map: of Moss Point 
shows'“Tanning Lake” located west of 
his domain, and it is said that there 
the hides of ‘the skinny cattle of the 
open woods were processed into leath- 
er. 


The shoes were put together with 
square hardwood pegs hammered into 
round punched holes to’ effect frictional 
tightness, and it is quite likely that he 
made the pegs in one of the many little 
manufacturing plants he owned. This 


was a period when Mississippi people. 


thought more of ravaging the virgin 
pine lands for lumber and related man- 


Plumer 8 


ufacturing and in farming areas to re- ; 


turn wearily to cotton planting. 


Mr. Blumer was crusty, hard - driv- 
ing with a remarkable sense of what 
people needed and how to produce and 
market both their needs and public ser- 
vices. Withal, he was a religious person, 
one of the organizers of the Presbyteri- 
an Church, and his children had a tre- 
mendous influence on the cultural and 
religious advancement of. old Moss 
Point. ; 


In another column, I will try to ela- 


porate on his extensive operations in 
Moss Point and Pascagoula which af- 
fected the advancements in culture and 
industry of both communities. 


« 


“Robert eee "Head: sr 
; in business,’ civic and church: cir-'|- 
cles in... Moss...Paint->-+—>Pasoa- 


~_| goula; died=at-the:. Jackson: Coun 


.| ty hospital Tuesday morning, ‘De- 
cember. 23. Mr. Head had suffer: 
ed yxecurrent attacks of illness for 


taken to the hospital for this’ ‘last 
—| illness: Saturday.-- 


Born_in ‘Shipherdvitie ” Ky:;5 on: 
M y 16, 1870, he came. to Pasca- 
|goula in’ 1902 in corinection with. 
the building of the Pascagoula 
street railway, a car line operat- 
i ing between the. ‘Pascagoula 
: beachfront and Moss Point. 
“.-|~He — later: became associated 
"| with the Johnsof Furniture Com- 
pany in: Moss’ Point and in 1912), 
j established the Head:.Furniture 
| and Hardware company ‘in Moss 
.| Point. During the first World War 

he ‘opened a branch store in Pas- 

cagoula and later incorporated 
the’ Moss Point'\store. with this. 
("| The” Pascagoula store is, one of 
| the oldest in.péint. of continuous 
| / | Operation under. tthe same manage- 
} ment_in’ the city, iene 

In 1905, Mr. Head married Miss | 

Alberta: -Blurier,- daughter—of one 


F- ERROR: In ihe avaiker Pop: 
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: wee 
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telegram: yes srday: 


eral. Works. “‘Agehey—-as ne. 0 
the communities réquiring aid as” 
the result of a swollen-wartime 
population. - hie 


The federal grant; . together =" 


with other ‘funds. : available, . re- 


- | presents -ninety-four per .ctint: of 


the -budget. requirements, of ‘the 
two schools. *. . 

Mr. Wells. said. ‘that. funds Were 
Hacolated at the. time. the” tele- - 
gram:arrived and that emergency 
méasures would have been’ re- 
quired when. schools re-opened 
after. the holidays. ia 

-The grant ‘cliinaxed™ ‘months of 
efforts on.the-part:.of school.and 
other . public” officials, and.. ‘inte 
granted. under.a—measuré fren ats 
duced—and—pushed: 4 
panrspentative. Wil 
mer._ eS 


of Moss Point's. Pagal and- most+ 


F aevlepme ; a metibe 
4 of-theBoard. of- “Aldermicn Ee po: 
- ysition he. had cee for the .past 
e ur: “years.*. | 
“Mr, Héad"was a member.of the 
First. Baptist church’ ‘where he 
served on the Board. of. Deacons 
{and was ‘superintendent of ithe 
Sunday school for more than 30 
years. A special ceremony mark- 
(Continued On Page. 4)¢ 
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« held| Until his retirement, He, was 
" wows re a member of the Presbyterian 
ier of Mr. and| Church and a member of Met- 


airie Lodge 444 F&kAM Masons, 
Survivors are his widow, Mrs. 
Rosalie Leonard Blumer,’ New 
Orleans; two sons, Lienard, Jr., of 
New Orleans and A. F, Blumer 
of Baton Rouge; one: daughter, 
Mrs. R. C, Damonte of St. Louis; 
a’brother, John Blumer of Tam- 
vs with her|pa; and two grand daughters. 
J. HMenleys,| Funeral services were held 
‘lu, when the/Saturday at Metairie Presby- 
terian Church of which he was 
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s killed in an 
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‘pant Sunday|with graveside rites by the 


imy Lapatka, 


masonic lodge. 
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dora Mot! Moss Point Grill 
n officiating. 


~~ Hope Com Broken Into Twice 


—— The Bayou Grill, Bellview 
AKER’ Street, Moss Point, was broken 

(AP) -- Ajinto both Thursday and Friday 
tent returned | nights, Moss Point marshal A. S. 


what ix be-|Massey said today, 

{ the oldest! Ip both instances thieves gain- 
ed entrance by breaking through 
a back window, Massey said. 
Only merchandise taken was a 
quantity of candy and gum. 
Thieves have broken into the 
establishment twice previously, 
Massey said. 
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Funeral services “were: held 
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Blumer IZ 
3649 Waynoka Ave. 
Memphis, Tenn. 38111 


September 10, 1970 
The Mississippi ress A 
210 Delmas Avenue ri; Q - 
Pascagoula, Miss. 39567 poe smith 
Ollection 


PASCAGOULA LISRARY 
Dear Mr. Smith: GENEALOGY COLLECTION 
DO NOT CIRCULATE 


Attention: Mr. Arthur Smith 


If available, I would like to have six issues of your newspaper 
of August 31, 1970. 


Tt am interested in the article by you about my grandfather, Adam 
Blumer, of Moss Pointe 


You also refer to three previous articles by you about A. Blumer, 
written nearly two years ago. I would like very much to have six copies 
each of the papers in wirich these three articles appeared. If these 
papers are not available, I would sincerely like to have Zerox copies 
of the articles towhich you refer. 


Please advise expense involved in above requests, and I will 
mail you check to cover immediately. 


Anotler enterprise that flourished in Moss Point prior to and 
immediately after the turn of the century was Dantzler Lumber Co. 
This concern, from their different mills in South Mississippi, was 
at one time the largest manufacturers of lumber in the United States, 
and in all probadility it could be presumed that this would mean the 
largest shipper in the world. 


Dantzler would bring their pine logs on large rafts down the 
Pase -soula and Escawtapa Rivers to their mill at Moss Point. 


The Company had a number of tugs, the names of some I recall: 
The Pic, The Victor, The Laura, the Lee Kimball and the Eran Dantzler. 
As a boy, how beautiful they looked to me. The Laura, Lee Kimball 
and Eran Dantzler were their big tugs and would move export lumber 
oy barge to South and Central America. 


Our neighbor in Moss Point was Captain Coulson, Captain of the 
Dantzler tug, Victor. Frequently he would permit me to go with him 
up river to bring back a tow of logs. To a boy this was "really 
living". I can still smell the food cooking in the galley. Sometimes 
we would be three days returning to Moss Point. 


By the way, I recently heard report that the remaining timber 
owned by the Dantzler Estate was sold for thirty million dollars. 


Thanking you for your attention to my requests in the first 
part of this letter, I am, 


a s 


Yoursytru 


Emile Blumer, 3649 Waynoka Ave., Memphis, fenn. 38111 
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A. Blumer “had it all back in 1891 


The story of a merchandising and 
manufacturing complex that flourished 
in Moss Point well before 1891 and for 


at least two decades thereafter is part- 
ly told in an old clipping I came across 
advertising some of the owner’s enter- 
prises. 

It is from The Scranton Democrat- 
Star of Oct. 2, 1891, and concerns the 
“arioug retail and manufacturing estab- 
jishments A. Blumer operated on the 
banks of the Escatawpa River on Main 
Street and the Randall Ferry Road 
north and south of the intersection with 
Dantzler Avenue. None of the estab- 
lishments and scarcely any visible evi- 
dences of the complex remain. 

The advertisement was expressed in 
the commercial styles of the era and 
reads: 

“A, Blumer, Moss Point, Miss., pro- 

prietor of Moss Point Grist Mill and 
dealee in general merchandise usually 
kept in a first-class store. 

“Furniture and housekeeping goods of 
all kinds a speciality. Stoves are sold 


lower than New Orleans or Mobile 
prices, as I buy them for spot cash di- 
rect from the manufacturers.” 


“STEAM GRIST MILL: Fresh meal, 
grits, hominy, chops, cracked corn and 
feed of all kinds sold at lowest market 
prices and delivered free of charge 
within city lin.'ts. 


“CUSTOM : I0OE DEPARTMENT: 
Where a person :an get the best shoes 
for the least money. No paper soles, 
pasteboard counters or wooden heels 
are used in my shoe factory. None but 
genuine oak-tanned leather, and I defy 
competition as to price and quality. 

“Also I have on hand first-class hand- 
made shingles for sale at reasonable 
prices.” 

Mr. Blumer was one of the most in- 
dustrious and mechanically talented men 
who ever came to Jackson County from 
a foreign land, Though not visionary 
and lacking the esssential ability to ad- 
just to changing conditions and proj- 
ect his various businesses beyond his 


years of case guidance, he was ex- 
ceptionally adept in recognizing the 
needs of the era in which he lived and 
manufacturing or retailing them to the 
public. 

Nearly two years ago in three sepa- 
trate columns I wrote about this unusual 
man and his operations in Moss Point. 
At the risk of being repetitious or sloy- 
enly in additional research I review here 
some of the facts cited in those columns. 


A NATIVE OF Switzerland, Mr. 
Blumer arrived in Mobile at age 15. 
Soon thereafter he married a German 
girl, Amelia Mink, and about 1866 was 
operating a sawmill in Handsboro. 
Sometimes before 1871 he moved to 
Moss Point. 

He built a home which is still stand- 
ing at 197 Main Street and established 
a general merchandising store. He built 
a dock on the river to receive supplies 
by boat from New Orleans. Then his 
perceptiveness of what people needed 
and could buy in that distressful period 
of recovery from the Civil War inspired 


him to undertake to manufactur: some 
of the commodities he was importing 
from northern sources. 

He enlarged his store and merchan- 
dise, became postmaster in 1874, served 
until 1872, and served another term from 
1885 until 1980, In the meantime he was 
establishing small factories to supply 
the area’s industrial and building needs 
that could be had only from qd ‘ant 
markets. 

The grist mill was among the i.ist. 
Then came a factory to make wagon 
and buggy spokes, handles for hand 
tools and other products from local 
hardwoods. Then he built a tannery and 
began to make shoes and boots. For 
all of these Blumer processed raw ma- 
terials from local sources. He trained 
skilled workers or hired them from tha 
sawmills which were springing up «- 
the Escatawpa River. 


A BRICK YARD was built. Some’ of 
the bricks are in older Moss Point build- 
ings. The largest and most expensive 
operation of all was Blumer’s Foundry. 


Tt was osialele He moulded, cast and 
machined sawmill machinery, steam en- 
gines for mills and boats. 

Mr. Blumer acquired considerable 
real estate in Pas-Point, and built sev- 
eral public structures and many ten- 
ant houses. Blumer's Hall on Main 
Street was a center for performing arts 
and public meetings. 

A religious man, he was one of the 


organizers of the Presbyterian Church. 
His four sons, Henry, Emile, John and 
Lienhard, grew up to become identified 
with his operations, The only daughter, 
Amelia, married the late R. L. Head, 
a merchant. None of the children are 
living. 


In circles 
Way things are today, the only way 


fo make ends meet is to run around in 
circles. — Beaumont (Tex.) Enterprise, 
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Nuibteus of Presbyterian 
worshippers keep historic 
church active for 102 years 


‘This is the second of a continuing but irregular 
series of articles by, Staff Writer Leslie Watkins 
in which she Jooks at one of the Gulf Coast's 
original houses of worship-and relates its origin 
and history. 


Lasiqrped wad + 


By LESLIE WATKINS ... 
STAFF WRITER 


suspended in time, as if their knotted, 
winding limbs shield this small, 
neighborhood church from the 
transformations taking place beyond its picture- 
book, white picket fence. 
Behind the oaks, nestled among palms and an 

+ assortment of flowering bushes, the historic, 

». white-clapboard structure with dafk-green 
,, Shutters and rust-colored shingles stands resistant 

to change. Its tall, tapered steeple peeks above 
the tops of autumn.colored.trees as it has for the 
y past 102 years. « 
£ According to Mrs. A.B. Fant, ahative of 
{ Handsboro'who grew up in:the church and who 
now is researching its history, the sanctuary that 
. Standsat the corner of Pass Road and Bridge 

s Street, a long-jump west of Cowan Road, was 

dedicated on Sept. 21, 1891, two'years after the 

i original church burned to the ground-and 14 years 

after the church was organized on Nov. 18, 1877. 

+ According to Mrs. Fant's research, Handsboro 
(Presbyterian was organized by the New Orleans 
“Presbytery, a local governing body of the church 
that, at the time, included the Mississippi and 
Alabama coasts. The presbytery sent a committee 

{ of two ministers to Handsboro: The Rev. A.J. 
Witherspoon, 'a doctor of divinity from New 

Orleans, and the Rev. W.C. Clark, a minister from 
Pass Christian. When presbytery boundaries 
changed in 1901, the young.church became part 
of the newly formed Meridian Presbytery. 

A thriving mill town, Handsboro was the Coast's 
cultural and industrial hub during the latter part 
of the i9th century. Many of the families who 
settled in the neighborhood, as well as the 12 initial 
members,.of Handsboro Presbyterian Church, had 
come to Mississippi by way of Europe or New 
England, 

enry Lienhard, alumberman, shipbuilder and 
one of Handsboro's most prominent residents at 
thé time, had come to the United States from 

Switzerland; his wife was a native of Prussia, 
according to'the 1880 census, Mrs: Fant said. The 
gorgeous pillared mansion Lienhard huilt for his _ 
family still graces the corner of Commerce Street | 
and Tegarden Road. 

"He saw to it that they had music in church on _ 
Sunday, that the music was all rehearsed and 
ready to go, and heven sang in the choir," Mrs. 
Fantgaid about Lienhard, who also had a 

_~Reputation for attending more presbytery 

jetings than anyone else. 
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‘The other charter members were Mr. and Mrs. 
E.B. Myers, who came from the Washington D.C., 
area; Mrs. H.M. Myers; Mrs. H.L. Fawell,who 
came from Vermont; Louis Kloppenburg; Mrs, 
S.G. Fowler, who came from Virginia; Mrs-E.F. 
Fleming; a Mrs. Hensley; Miss Eliza Cuendet, 
who was born in France; and Fritz Salman,.@ 
nephew of Lienhard’s, who was born in 
Switzerland. ; 

‘The Rev. 8.J. Bingham, the first pastor tobe 
called to preach, died in 1881. Initially, church 
members met in the Handsboro Masonic Hall, 
another neighborhood landmark that wes built in 
1854 and is located just a few yards southwest of 
the church, Other young churches also used the 
hall for worship services. % 

That arrangement, however, changed in the 
spring of 1882. Dr. J.J. Harry, another prominent 
resident who was married to the Lienhards’ 
daughtér Mollie, bought the lot on Pass Road, and 
the congregation began to build its first church 
It was dedicated in October. 

Seven years later, in August, 1889, the church 
burned to the ground. Handsboro Baptists invited 
their Presbyterian neighbors to have services in 
their church, which they did for two years, until 
another sanctuary was built. 

The second-building, which cost $2,000, 
according to Mrs. Fant, was already paid for when 
it was dedicated to the congregation. Church 
minutes indicate that the Ladies Aid Society paid 
for the organ and chairs, and that they also 
donated $12.50 for insurance, which the church had 
not had when the first building burned. 

‘The Harrys deeded the property to the 
congregation in 1910 and, after Mollie's death in 
1945, Harry built a manse adjacent to the 
sancutary and dedicated it her. Until then, 
Handsboro Presbyterian had not been able to 
house its own pastor, but had shared a minister ~ 
with churches in Long Beach, Pass Christian and 
Wiggins: .: 

The membership of Handsboro Presbyterian 
has always been small, Mrs. Fant said. Prior to . 
World War If, there never were more than 50 
members. Even today there are just about 70 
members, according to the Rev. Paul Kendall, 
who has been pastor since March. Kendall and his 
wife, Bettie, came toHandsboro from Alabama. 


With or without a preacher, though, church 
members always have insisted on Sunday school: 


According to Mrs. Fant, Handsboro Presbyterian — 


was well known in the early days for its Union 
Sunday School which members of the Methodist- - 
Episcopal Church also attended. Only the children 


of Presbyterians, though, received instruction for, ; 


catechism. 


“The congregation's emphasis on Sunday schoo 
continued into the 20th century, and, in the 1940s; 
lead to the addition of an education building that 
was built behind the sanctuary. In 1956, the 


building was named Dr. Emmia Gay Hall, in honor 


of another Swiss native who gave.a great deal of 


time and financial support to the church. Dr. Gay. 


and her husband, also a-physician, came to the 


Coast from Jackson in 1924 and opened an asthma 


See CHURCH, Page G2 
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